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TEE NEWS THIS MOUSING.

Foreign..The plenipotentiaries have a.inour.o«-«]
that they will leave Constantinople should tlit-
Sultan refuse their demands ; he will announro his
decision on Thnrsday. In Mexico, 0e_ Kiaz
has aent forix«e to reduce Qucretaro,w hi« ii in li»-l.l b.
lKlcaiaa'8 supporters. ¦. - The great «iiv ... .« io,

Japan, doatruyed 5,000 bous.«*«.
Domestic..The Senate and House commiitees

took further testimony in Louisiana. Gov.
Steams advised the Canvassing Hoard oí Florida to

proceed with the recount of the vote._.- QoT.
Grover left Sun Francisco for tho East. ":¦- Tbo
Proeident's connuLision on the Istliiiius Canal
.trongly favors tbe Nicaragua route.

Congress..Tbo Senate mot, and, after foaio un¬

important business, adjourned until Fiiday.
City and Suburban..Much tohtunonv was laken

by the Congressional committee, showing that Mr.
Hewitt's letters could not have been «i'w«i!( d in tbe
New-York Poet-Offltie. .. The Centennial anni¬
versary of the Hattle of Trenton was celebrate«!
with a sham-tH-ht, imitating all the incidents of the
original contest.-A sleighing party in ilol.o-
ken was attacked by ruffians, and two men wore

aerionaly wouudod. __-. A Norwegiun bath wai

wrecked at Ocean Grove, but the crew *.«. as mvi-d.
-=- Gold. 1073». 107»«, 1071«. Gold value of tin
legal-tender dollar at the clone, 933«.o oonts. Stocks
dull and lower, closing weak.
Tna Wkathkr..Thk Tribune's local observa¬

tions indicate partly cloudy weather, with little
ehange of temperature. Thcruionr.lcr y«*otciday,
m0°, 34°, 30°. _

If Mr. A11"D C. Beach becomos Conlrollor,
contract« wil- bo scrutinized with a Jctlooi
care that ha-» uov»*r yet beeu noon a\ong the
line of the «canal.

The national awakening in England u due
in a «great measure to the powerful oratory of
John Bright, who defends the oppressed Slaves
as zealous)*/ as he upheld the Union ««.".n»e in
the darkest hours of our civil war. His recent

speech, epitomized in our Louden letter, was

a strong and noble appeal to the popular eo_»

science. It has probably done more toward
settling th.* Eastern qucstiou than the Euro¬

pean iirinuni« nte.
o m-

Florida seems veiy likely to have a Demo¬
cratic State Government. Gov. Steams ad¬
mits that the result of the election is put be¬

yond doubt by the order of the Supreme
Court, and, by his advice, the Canvasslii'*
Board will ob-y it, meeting to-day to make a

new couut. This soumis queer enough.this
advising a caiivas-«ing board to oliey the order
of tho Supreme Court of the« State. But it
must be remembered that the S.ipn-nu* Courts
down there are of a very queer kind.

The Sidtan has now before him the demands
of tho Powers. They have disregarded his lib¬
eral Constitution, and declared that he must

grant certain reform to Bulgaria and allow
oreign forces to occupy that province. In caw
he refuses, they threaten to withdraw their
l-'mbussadoi-s from Constantinople. All the
Bowers being sincero in adopting this course,
the prospects of peace are greatly increased.
In her present crippled condition, Turkey can¬

not afford to oppose the united will of Europ««.

If the views expressed by prominent tm_-
neas men in anoth«*r column furnish any indi¬
cation, the New-York iiiir.liaiit.s aro fully
awake to tbe dangers that threat« u the¡r linde,
and fully aw.ii«* just whero the responsibility
lies. There is no good reason why this city
«should be losing its legitimate tr.uk ; it» fa¬

cilities for commerce are ceiíniíily (to good as

they were. But so long as the railroads are

conducted solely with a view to earning divi¬

dends on watered stock, wo are likely to see

00 improvement in the present situation.

There must lie some civil service in these

part« that is not m need of reform. When a

clerk has been in the post-office seventeen

years, as in the case of one of the witnesses
before the CongreHrinoa] Coin id iftee yesterday,
bis father for more than half u century Ix-fon
and bis grandfather before him, it is safe to '

say that the family has not bien indebt
its politics for its places. This is a-ki
hereditary distinction that tho Oonstit
had QO intent ion of fnihiiiding, and if
are any heirs, they should step up to
James's office aud settle down for life.

Punch's plan to prevent accidents wa« I
a dim-tor on the locomotive, but it uiu

modified to fit tho latest case. A brake
who has beeu air«"«ted on a charge of i

slaughter, testifies that the negligence vi

brought on nn accident and loss of life rest

from his having had no sleep to speal
for a week, his last trip having been 23 li

long. lie had not taken oft" his clothes
seven days. Punch's plan might be enlargi
as to keep the director awake a» long af

brakenian is awake, and to keep tho ilirec
clothes on a«; long as the brakcinan's cloi
This would make all thing even, aud save

Postmaster James conducts an investiga
as well as he runs a post-ollice. The mm
collect letters from the lamp-i-osts were

structed yesterday tt> empty their lsj.fi r

on the committee table. Of these letters f
from the hands of the wriU^and beyond
possibility of any tampering, fully one-tl
showed the same peculiarities in sealing
led Mr. Hewitt to believe that his correspc
ence was systematically read in the p
ollico! Mr. Hewitt will see now more cle¡
than ever his mistake in not. reporting hisi

picioiis to the authorities when they \v«-re

aroii-Aed. Even a few minóles' talk witl
letter-carrier would have sufficed to set
mind at rest.

_

The best method for tho dissolution of
solid South by a Kcptiblicin President can

tt.ltl in a few word'.cut off the carpet-hag
root and liranch. It is a short prescript
that is likely to take a long time t<» open
but it bids fair to be effectual. An interest
letter printed elsewhere shows that in ev

Southern State there are great numbers of n

now acting rum m-cessity with the 1 »einocn
wlu» Avouhl join heart and soul in a lnovem

of which this should be the first step. '1
«.olor line would break with the bursting
the bonds that held these men within
J>, »noeratic party, and the South Bright tl

govern it.self decently and in order. Let 0«

Hayes thiuk about it.

After (so many conflicting reports as to rou
for a ship canal across the Isthmus, tin re

Siiti^fii'ition in reading the conclu-ions of
e('iiiiiii-«<iofi appointed by tlie President t«» <

tiiie which route should have the profcicn
The Nicaragua Lake route, which wins fa\
i.-oni the commission, his been less tjjlk
abt'iit tln'.n itR rivals. It will not re<iuire
grand un exploit as a ship canal carri
through a tunnel in the mountains, but
promises to cost less for construction, both
money and in human lives. Whether t

present is a favorable tinn» to liegin the 1

p<-liditui'c oí a hundred million dollars se«*i

somewhat questionable; but it is plea-ant
know that the work is not impracticable whe
ever the country can ufford it.

Cupt. Howgate of the United Stat'-s Sign
Service has had special opportunities for km»
ing wluit can be done in the way of J-ecpii
. i ob-erving party tolerably comfortable.
lo«.Cities exposed to tho worst of wind
weather. He believes with most of tho-te wl
are interested in Arctic discovery, that 0
true way tx» reach tho Polo is to establish
permanent station in high larittiili s, lro
which an expetbtion could be s< nt when i¡

exceptional st tison offers opportunity. II
letter is of interest in showing the advantagt
of tho upper part of Smith's Sound for such
I>(.MiiaiH'iit otMtien. That view has be»
already advocated in these columns. The e:

pert n e of Capt. Nares may discouru1.
Knt'lishmcn from again attempting the Smith
Sentí«! route, but it is not likely to have
similar effect in thiB country.

In urging the return of the companies thi
have left the ot'Miiizatioii, the National Hoar
of Fire Indei writers present strong argument!
ai:d show a willingness to meet the f-vccedei
halfway. Kxe«jit in periods when all the com

panics are «uH'i ring from heavy los-.es, ttsOM
luicly much coin si«»n among them, especial!
¦Oto rates and coniniissiotis. There is ufa!
events no danger that a combination can b

made .«.iron:; enough as a monopoly to kec
ntesj unjustly high and take advantage «if th
public. The danger is of i-tiitc another (tort

it is that tin« ««imp.mies will go into an uuwis
comiH'tition in cutting down rates und (loin
business too cheaply ; the rc-mlt of win«
«WOUld be that win n the next great contbi'-'ra
tion takes pine ¡j, In avy list <»f broken under
writers must follow. To keep to the mean be
tween th:.-e e_tn rtDOS should lie the lixed polie;
of the National Hoard, and as the prci-etit en

dcavor« su m to have that iu view, they de
torvo Hiuceí.s.

In Mexico, Presidí nt Lerdo is out of tin
field, afitl the. conl» »t t><»w lies bo-tWOOO Oiii
Diaz and ex-Chief-Jiistice Iglesia«*. The odd
are in favor of the f«.rnr-r. IIU troops occtip-
live important States in which ar«< the Na
tioD.il capil.il and the port of Vira Cruz
Iglesias is recognized by 11 States, 1m
thei. inlliicme is not felt at the Na
tional enpital.the actual seat of power
Diaz's army is also considerably stronger thai
that oí hiit opponent. The latter hns, how
ever, pottM-."¡on of Qneretaro, and may then
olte. h stnhlxiin resistance, Maximilian liaviiifi
held tho city for nearly three months airainsl
a strong army led by Gen. Escoltedo. Ami«]
the din of arms the (piestion of legality re¬

ceives little Vnn-id«'i'aiio.'i. (»en. DÍOI ))roj»osef
to have a new election held, but meantime he
will continue to act as Dictator. Accordingly
the prospects of a government lieing estab¬
lished by the will of the people freely ex¬

pressed are very slight.

THF THAWS P.ISINESS.
While we listen to tho eroak<-is, who nevei

weary of telling us how hard times are, let us

not forget that t'ie enormous trafilo of the
week preceding Christmas does not indicate
ihi't everybody i« bankrupt. On one day in
that week it, is said that larger retail sales
were made by A. T. Stewart & Co. than hail
I». « n made in any previous day since that
house bofOa business. The general report of
dealers in holiday goods, who knew enough of
(he methods of successful business to give the
public the fullest information about their wares

by liberal advertisement, -is that, the trade has
never lx-eu surpassed. The bank clearings last
week were $413,474,854 «gainst $357,831,-
710 dining the corresponding week last year,
and, though one day of the week in 1875 woo

a holiday, the -eomptti ison indicates a business
nearly as large this year, notwithstand¬
ing the d«i lino in prices. Undoubtedly,
in many important branches there haa
been a decline. In tho dividends declared,
there aro many cases oí sluinkage aud few of

increase, and yet the aggregate Is quite large,
and proves that invested capital has on the
whole been earning tolerable profits. Loans
are only $11,000,000 less than they were at
this time last year, and deposits nearly
$G,000,000 larger, but, though the legal-ten¬
der reserve is only $.'15,5*1(3,900 against $40,-
7(32,200 last year, there is no apprehension.
The number of changes announced in the mer¬

cantile world is unusually large, but many of
tin .s«- aie but the result of losses long ago ex¬

perienced, and the evidence of the reorganiza¬
tion which prepares the way for protitable
trade.
On the whole, the people have pulled through

the year with less suffering and loss than was

reasonably apprehended. Unavoidably, it was

a year of exceeding prostration und many
failures, because without such a period it
wiis not «possible to clear away the wrecks and
the rubbish of the siteoulative era. Thousands
of men, when the year began, were still "hung-
"ing on by the eyelids," crippled by ill-starred
ventures years ago, lacking the capital or the
faculty to recover positiou, and yet clogging
the avenues by which others might advance to

prosperity. The National banks were loaded
down with bad debts, which, to the amount of
$19,719,0918 in the whole country, and
06,873,760 in this city alone.ten per cent of
their entire capital.have been charged oil*.
That the banks leave earned any dividend«»
at all, notwithstanding this recognition of
previous losses, is an evidence of recuper¬
ative power. .Many railway and other corpora¬
tions were staggering along, when tho year
began, under enormlou-dv i:i!i:'t«sl debts mid
leases, for which bankruptcy and reorganiza¬
tion were the only remedy. That they have
gone down, though it is hard for some, is on

the whole ii blessing to the community. Kveii
to unfortunate individuals tho year has b««cn
one lath«! of unwelcome, rei «ignition of pre¬
vious tlisasti-rs than of new loss. When it

heran, tliiuisiiids v. ho wen- reil'y bankrupt
Mere indulging the hope that Congressional
¦ction, or tbe Presidential election, might
bring a new «*ra of wild speculation, inllation
of prices and unlimited credits, which, how¬
ever disastions to the «-oiintry, might pull
them on! of the mire. Thev have been dis¬
appointed. For the sake of tho country, we

are gl id. Wishing them no ill, we must re¬

joice that their success has not in.olved the
country in disaster.

In spit«' of all failure-; and losses, ill«* burst¬

ing of many Inflated bladders, anil the weed¬
ing out of many individuals who ov« rciowdod
tlic avenues of business, the year has been one

of reviving production, of improving con¬

sumption, end of enlarged exchanges with re-

spc( t to quantities. I.ccniise prices have set¬

tled mon* m arly to a soli«! basis, it docs not

follow that profits have been extinguished ; on

the contrary, lower prices have helped to a

larger consumption, and larger MUCO, though
with nanuWCt margins, huve on tho whole re-

suite«! in moderne) gains. Yet it has been a

most trying year, because extraoidinary ixdit-
ical un« « rtainties have combined with tinai*-
cial «aii-cs to make business dilliiult. It is

now plain, from the Cl« al ¡ng-lioils«- it turns, that
the ti¡inunctions of tho bust ijuart«T of the

year, but for the hiicxim« led poli: huí excite¬
ment in NoTMober, would have beee larger
than tbOM of lin« same «piurter last y«-ar, IhiiIi
in quantities and in values. In Oetobci liny
were larger, and ns tbe excit« nn-nl ol No.ciu-
Imt died away, there has been a st« a«ly com-

paiativc iiicr«-tt.s<* The coimtiv W|| in ]m9)-
tion, as soon as political uiieeit.iiiiti« s had been
reiDOTfd, to enter ti|s»i a very laigi- and in-
cn-ii-singly prosperous trullic. Fear of dis¬
order or civil strife cbockc-d that ten¬

dency for a few we.-lts, bul tlie solx-r

MCOOd tliought brings coiitiih nee l'iat law
will prevail. There is no longer any proba¬
bility of distill ban«c of llie cunen«y, and,
at hast for one year, we may rea» mably
expect that gradual improvement of industry
and trade, bused upon " hardpau" price«,
which will help us forward towaid it genuine
and enduring prosperity. We sball si ill MC
soin«! failure«««, Incurs«' soin«! baiikrui)ts, cor«

potnte and iiitlividual, still cumber the earth.
Hut lb«* millions who have swelled the Christ¬
mas purchases hav<- learned, each from his re¬

duced earnings, to live at reduced cost, and
with m«»«* reasonable economy. This land is

not the home of bopelOOJ povertv. It has
shown a marvelous i'c<-ii|M*ralivc |)ower. The
crowds who thronged the stores last w«-«k have
¦nalkr earnings than they had in 1K7'2, but
it cos|s tin in less to «'onitiiand the kjiiik* neces-

nuicoend eoafottei and tluv had something
hit nbetewilb to make _# little ones welcome
a ni' i r*. Christmas.

COMPROMISE.
There is a pr.iit deal of loose und foolish

talk about Mcompromising" tli>- dilOUtC U|.on
tiie I'm rident-v. Sunc honest citizens who
hate to 1m- distillhctl in then daily business of
buying ami selling, and who regard political
questions mainly in a commercial aspe« t, are

salisbeil that the ta..¡«st way out of the dilli-
cuily if to allow each of the purl ios a fraction
of ils «hum. Even Democratic politicians nre

not indiapOMd to agree to I sort Of bargain.
Got. llentlrieks is reported willing to exchange
the Viee-l'K sideiiey for tile mission to Kngluml,
w'th the understanding that Mr. Tilden shall
be chocen President by the lions«! of Ii« pre¬
senta! i vcm, and Mr, Wheeler made Vice-Presi¬
dent by the votes of the Senat«*. Newspapers
of good reputation discuss such proposal with
al least a tacit approval» There is danger that I
the. country may come to look upon u compro¬
mise of the kind thus indicated as a safe and
honorable solution of a troublesome problem.
We believe that it would be a grave misfor¬
tune. When ¦ knot of politicians can get to-

gilher and dispose of the Presidency by dick¬
ering fit mam only one step from anarchy. Let
this M heme succeed once and if is morally tat*
tain that at every subs queiit election the lie¬
fen!! «I party will cr«*at<* complications in order
that it may bo in a position to make terms

with i he victors. Then the balloting will lie a
¦ere form. The Presidency will really lie
bought and »old.
Neither D« ima-ruts nor Itepublienns can hon¬

orably agree to any such compromise. The
voles of the ,«»tat«*s have been cast. It only
remains now to count them in strict accord¬
ance with the law. Whatever the result may
be, the people will cheerfully acci-pt it. Tho
«.Doits of politicians now should lie direot<«d
only to the work of ascertaining exactly what
the provisions of law are and to a strict com¬

pliance with their every detail. They may
next be turned to the devising of some plun
whereby the imperfections of the present lows
may be corrected, und the dangers through
which we are now passing lie hereafter
averted, by the adoption of some plan of count¬

ing the vote* which will m^t with the appro¬
bation of good citizens who desire not the suc¬

cess of this party or of that, but the peace,
prosjierity, and honor of the American Repub¬
lic, it would be a great outrage and disgrace
if the fraud« of two or three returning board*

should impose upon the nation o Chief Exe<
live who was not elected. It would be
greater outrage, a greater disgrace, a grea
danger, if Congress should put up the Pre
dency for sale as the prt-etorian guards used
put up the Roman purple.

SCOVEL NOT SANGVINART.
The countiy breathes a long deep sigh

nlief. The danger is passed. Mr. James
Seovel of New-Jersey has not "already c

"dared for blood.r That gory warrior dem
it over his own proper signature in a ca

bearing date Dec. 22 and published in 2
Camtlen Daily Pott. It was .*" The Woodbu
" Constitution of last week," as we learn frr
the card, that set the terror going in an a

tide in which tho words occurred, " Scot
"has already declared for blood, and othc
" may follow.*1 This at Christmas-tide and
New-J«-isey was enough to create a pani
There is always trouble in New-Jersey win
J nines M. Seovel declares for blood. There
excitenmnt whenever he declares even f
claret, the merest crimson of the ___¦__ ei

counter. At such times N«'w-Jersey puts i
umbrella np and lays in a stock of cou

plaster and healing medicaments. Hut wh<
in a great political crisis he "declares f«
" blood,*1 New-Jersey knows that he pn
nmiiii i s it " Jl-e-r-iW," in a deep guttun
with a falling inflection nnd increasing en

phasis like the thud of a guillotine, and th;
he means Ookk. So when the niild-mannen
hoiisehohh-r, haggling for his Christim
turkey, dropped furtively into the ei

of tlit* pallid poultry dealer the cas-tal reiuarl
" ,-sYovtd has tleelared for blooil," no womb
the terror-stricken marketman droppe«! h
prices, sacri-iced his stock, and rushed h<»iii
t*> lock up his hencoop. No wonder a wail hi
gan to go up from juvenile New-Jersey, tei
rorized in the very net «of hanging up its stock
ing; no wonder inde«-<! that the cniuifry soi

of quivered like, and that Gov. Tilden sai«l t
the able statornen who were expecting to tak
a Christinas dinner with him, "No; gentle
" men, this is no time for fc*tivity; no tint
" even for disi'ussion ; Seovel has already d«
" dared for blood." No wonder that the abl
stat«*snien hied them t«» the nearest, «-.ilonn an

hoarsely whispered to the astounded barkcept-i
"Hot spiced mm f«ir six! Scovi-1 bus airead
"declare«! for blood.11 We »an hardly belu-v
that " 'The Woudbiiry Cunxtilution of loi
"ut-ek" fully uppreheiideil Ihe conse

ipieiiiis -likely to arise from its hasty nn

nouiiceiiieiit. If it did, we can only say that i
«les«rves the se\crc.«t reprobation. The olb-ns
of the nii>«hievoiis »person who cries "Fire!
in a crowded theater; of the man who say
"Mad I loir!'' in tho street; of ami li;:h»-niiiiile«
yimiit. pei -«»ti who says it looks like a thumb*
slmwer at a camp me« Ling; of the pool selle
who tells Mr. Tibtt-n he has be.-n el« ctcd, 0

the Alderman who tells a meeting of the Sixtl
Waul Democracy that our IfliOftíO- are ii
«langer.is as nothing c«iinpared with that <»

the newspaiMT which aiiiiouuc«to the week lie
fore ('hii.tiii.--s that "Seovel has ainadyde
"dared for blood." The niercenar. -Iiowmai
who watti'icd his audience by the aiinounc«-

ment that the gynscutu* was loose wa« n«>

more «.«.n-'iirabli« than " ¡he Woudbur;/ Cmitti
" tvtiim tti loot wt ok.*

IT.tit ht us Im« Ihiiiikfiil.we canno', iiiileet!
tie too thankful.that Sc«»vel oi-MOlf ha
stopped the panic with a eatd. Helias nut de
t I.u« d for blood. Ho H as peaceably «li-.ji.»-».«
as it we may lie allowed the IfllfO 0 sittinj
hen. lliilign ill! 00 i->, <»f »BO-MOO ; lii-'iteoti»!«
Illrt.ajMntJ In-« noimal t-«»iiiliti«>n is that of In
«liiiiiat mu. and hi« «-imtti'iiis an-, v.iihi.'it tx

«iption, righti'tius. "1 hive felt," lie says
"and do now t«¦..!, a righteous indignât it>:

"against the bold and tiiisiTiipiiloii-« ell«»it _fj
" Sittting Hull Morton, Mack Jack latirán, am

"/.ich Chandler to ««nut Hayes in and coutil
" Tilth n out by nu ans «if the fraudulent it-

" turning Istards of l^ouirti.uui iin.i Florida.'
This is l»o!d and vigorous f.nglish. It almost
makes us think that " The iYoiulliurii CuimlHu-
" Hun of last week" did have soin«» excuse foi

saying he had declared for him «I, he mi niani-
it «tly lias blond in his eve. I'.iit, at

if aware that his charn«",orizatioii of
the l'nit«-d Stales Sciiatois as " SittitiR
" Hull " and "IJhnk Jack" might l»e miscon¬
strue«!, he immédiat« -ly adds, "Hut I have never

"ailvisttl llu- shetbliug «Of l»l«»'»«l in ibis t«»n-

"te«t, lieiauso I have firm faith in the snlier
"second thought of the people." And thi* we

say is very gratifying intelligence. It will
allay a great «h-al oi anxiety and alarm. It
»«-ems a pity, a great pity, that (¡ov. Tihh-n
«lui m»! hear of it in time to reconvene his
i/u« «Is at ihe propose«! Christmas dinner, but that
tlisliiiLMiished person is proverbially sl«»w in tilt¬
il nipt of news. We are fold that he is «.id!
waiting tat returns from Florida. It will boo
great comfort and consolation, however, to _ho
vi«itmg st.itesmeii t<» know that the argument
is not yet ended; that Seovel has not yet de¬
clared for blood; that there will Ik« abundant
opportunity for discussion, and thut w«i may tie

happy yet.
We take this oe«*fision to-aajhank Seovel for

his noble attitude ; for the calmness and self-
restraint exhibited in his deportment J for his
exercise of the virtue of self-denial in refusing
under such piovoeations t«i «hadar«! for blood,
uiui for the promptness with which he allayed
public aiixi«|iy and quelled the panic by the
exploit statement that ho had not declared for
blotnl. Nor can we permit the occasion to pass
without acknowledging on behalf of a grate¬
ful public the great services of that patriotic
and ti-.flul newspaper, 'Ihe CimuUn Daily Punt,
in giving Mr. Scovd's reassuring i*ard to the
country at the earliest possible moment. It
gave thousands of anxious citizens the inspira¬
tion and not of a new pleasure to be able to
add to their Christmas greetings congratula¬
tions upon the fact that Seovel had not de¬
clined for blood. We thank Seovel and ihe
Daily Pott. As for * The Woodbury Consti-
"tution of last week," we leave it to its own
Icllei'tioUS. __________________

SKATING.
A novice, looking on while some adept is

performing his mazy evolutions upon skates,
is apt to b«i oppr«'Bse«l by a tAfiise of hopeless
inferiority. The circumstance seems es'ieeially
annoying if the skilled performer Is recognized
ns a youth that has never shown ability in
anything else; perhaps «un« who is always get¬
ting out of employment because of general
unfltness, and who is consequently often a

burden to his friends. Not by any means that
such ne'er-do-well» are always good skaters,
or that the best skaters belong largely to that
class ; but that such people nsually have much
spare time and are consequently better able than
their busier fellows to devote leisure and prac¬
tice to the art of skating. And so the un¬
skilled observer goes off discouraged j he
knows that there are some things that at all
event« he «ran do well ; as for skating, it Is
not worth while to try. There is many a man
in this city who believes that he skated toler¬
ably well in bis youth, but is now afraid to
trust his long untested skill uoon the ice of

our public ponds. He is fearful of boing
laughed at for his awkwardness by proficient
but beardless boys. And therefore he denies
himself the health-giving pleasures of the ice

ami gliding steel.
To the unskilled ones, at a season when

títere is more than the average prospect of
hard frozen ponds during the Winter, a few

suggestions may not come amiss. There liave
been very great improvement* in skates in re¬

cent years, and several of the most modern
patterns nearly approuch perfection. It is a

mistake to suppose, as many do, sthat a person
who is awkward on skates is more likely to
have a fall on the new-fashioned qnes than on

the old, deeply «guttered runners. In purchas¬
ing skates it is best to -buy the best. In the
modern devices the old toe-strap is almost
wholly unknown. A generation of boys
and girls -is .«rowing up that will never

go through the sad exjierience of their
elders, of having their toes pinched by straps
fastened with buckles. These happy youths
will never know the misery of the squeezed
foot when it became needful to tighten the

straps and draw them till the buckle tongue
would enter one hole higher. They will never

experience tho mingled feelings with which
their fathers used to limp home from tbo
skating pond.the relief because the feet were

no longer squeezed by the straps; the distress
that still remained in the cramped and half-
frozen extremities. If ¡vcrchaiice a man of
middle years has the skates of his youth laid
aside in MUM dusty luinber-rooin, it is far better
that he should have them there. No greater
mistake ««onltt be made than to take them now

to a sknting-pond. Let him buy now skates,
to lie dumped to the lioots or shoes which he
is accustomed to wear; and if he does not

siicee«-d as a skater he will, while on the ice,
al^ least have comfortable feet.
The fantastic poiformances of skating ex-'

ports are not so difficult to learn as many

people imagine. Nerve and strength of limb
are required, but neither ne««d be in excess.

After the skater has acquired the ordinary
«-apacity for .straightforward skating, he most

needl ¦ practiced knowledge of what is called
outside and inside e«lge. At this stage many

persons waste their time in trying to acquire
skill in skating backward. They would save

time by first training themselves in skating
forward aitcmately on the edges ot their
skates. The simplest method of such practice
is what used to be called "chopping bark'' in
. circle. The centrifugal force in this move¬

ment helps the novice ; he s«m>ii learns to in¬
cline his lxxly off the perpendicular, wß his
bead toward the (-enter of tho circle. The art

of "sing outside, and inside edge for either foot
Is-ing thus a«(|uii'e«l, there is little difficulty with
the Ion«; sweep of the "Dutch roll".the most

gra«-oful of all the larger movements in the art.
In fact, where the pond is not too crowded,there
is nothing nearer akin to luxury on skates
than the " Dutch rolln with a good partner.
The confhleuee thereby acquired proves of

great service when skating backward is after¬
ward attempted} and if that be also practiced
in a circle, tho outsule and inside edge back¬
ward may be readily learned. After that, all
el-e is comparatively easy, depending more

í'pon tin- time and patience that the skater is

willing to expend tonn upon any intrinsic diffi-
iu tho performance. .Skating proffers to

Ann licaas in general the most healthful cxer-

( Im that they are willing to undertake, at the

smallest cost. -The dangers*» are tew in com¬

parison with nearly all other out-door sjiorts.
Alie.nly there are not a few of our ciii/.-ns that
bave aoted the fact that their health in Spring
und Summer has been ou a higher plane than
u u il win -ii they have hail more than the

avenge of skating in the preceding Winter.

PERSONAL.

And now Ml*. Swinburm- is writing a pam-
tihlct «Di tin« Kuttern .V'iifstluD, und iU t'liiliuu' lu nul at
..II tint iif Mr. I'mrl>lt'.s 1« mat.

Mr. Beett Lord is about to «take up «his resi-
dfii «* beret The Mfe of March, 1S77, will aim liuu uiiuiuk.
m«: In» 99tl util« t- fur Hit» practice «>f law.

Mr. William Morns is rather fantastically
culled by The Athenäum "tin: l'oeiry-sSuutli i.f tue
NurttiiTU o-, in im»," and It autln that lie U soaked In
« iitii.isni in» 'intly I* In (^iit-.n «-it'uare, but hi« soul U In
I lit nut titule.
A female lawyer in London has just been

MmUei MM «Jeeepi linio»« m-hoUrshlp in Jurisprudence
by tbe Council of I'nivcisity College. Sho I» making ber

«Any tu Mich active lin-nu s* et tin« I.ivr ne la allowed to

!«¦ ism,» ..«, :..t art« nul i-alliti l Hie liar; uini women ;irv

in.I p. iiiiitleil I«, u.splir to th:.! im jet.
Mariano Foituny's heart is deposited in a

cliapt*l at i;*-u.t In Cutuloiiia, und a bcautirul sculptured
«i.in of uuirliit-, presenting In.» bunt In relief, lue« J ist been

plitee.l ahiivo It »ith till» not very url^ina,! inscription :

l.«*p«)iiitiirv of tin- heurt of Ir'ortiiuy.
HU «oui lio K». '« I" lieu« ru, to lite world til» l.une,
111* BMI1 tu ¦_ t't.iiiiO v.

Hoyal author-- are no longer uncommon per-
tammn/em In our own «lay* tin--«« urn Victoria, Nitpolc ou,
tin- sit.ih, Hum i'etiro, the Hourbon Count of Paris ;.and
n ht ap|x'ars !>>«_. I., Kin«/ of Portugal, who s.iv-t that he

1» ¡it li-ivet eap.tblo of good scholarly work by «w-rtotisly
laiiiiig up the task of translating "Hamlet" Into liia
n*ii leej*iieew. He m. n man of good m ml, ami ¡s «aid lo
know liugllsh us weU a*, hi« do»-« 1'oittipn so.

(ien. Dick Taylor Is visiting Mr. Abram S.
Hewitt at hi.« house in Washington. Tbe Mexican wiu-

«uvo lien. Taylor und President Grant the opportunity
t.. U^-iii ihi-i! iir-t ti.ittlc.» together, and their friendship
ha* continue»! ever Miir«- with the one sharp Intorrupttoi
of the civil war. But their Intimacy reused In "7;i when.
It I« reported, the mamaf of the Administration In Ixmlsi-
una caused Home unpleasant feeling. Oen. Taylor in very
cruel ami m« ii-ii'i'1. uli a ma: kid military hearing, aud
lii.« hair ami full Ih-.ih1 aro touched by a goodly nuuutity
of !h« frt.~t.-s of tniji'.
Mr. Simon Cameron ha« made his app-ear-

auco in a new character. Tho negroes of Ilillou Head
have inuiitiil a chapel In his honor "Baait Simon'«
Chapel." ThU Is the way in which the " Pennsylvania
fox" lii-tiiuif canonized : In the Spring of 1865, Just aft. r

th« cío«* of tho war, a number of Senat or*, members of
the ('.thinet and other Government ufltciala made a visit
to Hilton Id ml, and Hiiuou Cameron wim one of tho
party. On Sunday they attended a negro church, and
after tbe sermon tho minister made an appeal for money
t«i pay a debt of about MM on the chupt-1. Cameron
ii.'i'.'iiin* gicati«. liiii-i «-ai« il. and proposed to the Wush-
ln»rto:ilaiië to rala« the money, ne himself contributing
the largest aliare. This was done, and the negro«» lu
gniiiuitlr culled the church tit. Htmon's ChapeL
Mr. Richard Graut Whit« is complimented by

oue of tho London weeklies as an American who apeak«
¦ike an Oxford man and look* like a guardsman. A Lon-
1I1.11 correspondent of The Keening Pott says: "Few
Americans see England as Mr. Richard (¡rant White
seems to have seen it, in all quarters and in all ranks of
society, from the highest down ; for one hears of him In
all. lie was the guest of peers and county famille« in
various paru of the country; at Oxford and Cambridge
be was received with marked attention. Tbe Shake-
.peareana unido much of him, end ho was made an bono
rary member of the Oarrick Club. He was thought to
resemble a highly cultivated Englishman rather than
tbe usual idea of an American. Alexander Ellis, late
President of the Philological Society, whose great work
on i.intii-i) pronunciation baa made bun tho ohh'f au¬
thority on that subject, is reporte.I to have said ot bltn
that his English could not b* told from that of a uuivcr-
alty-bred Englishman."
Mr. Lamar, since 1872, has been in the habit

of highly praising Mr. Carl Bohurx, although many of
his constituent« bave considered tbe olever German-
American a Radical la disguise. Oen. Schurs'« course
UiU year convine«» them that ther had been right all
«tbe time, and they repeatedly reminded Lamar of it m be
wee " «tumping " Mlsaleelppl during the Antunin.
Finally, at one ot bis meeting«, some one la tbe audlenee
interrupted him with : " How about Schur*, whoeo de¬
feat In Miuourl yon were to «orry «about f What do yon
think *?f bltn now I** Lamar replied that Schurs'« couree
reminded him of en Ineident In hie law practioe. Sally
Baza was hU wit.em. and the other «side uadertaok to
mmmmMt her testimony. Bill Jenkins vu called for this
purpose, and, being placed npoa the stand, was asked
what Bally H_t«'« reputation we« m e W-»***a of tail*

and veracity. " Well," said tho wltnose, " I recta a
was »bout four year ago-" " Hold on," said _e 0.*
«sol, .. we don't want to know anything aliout b«*rh_
«imply whetber she is truthful or noir--would peoptebZ
llevo what she says I" The witness made «virerai InejüT
tuai attempts to tell hia atory, and at length In «_____:
tlon exclaimed : " Well, all I can sa/ Is that iL« Z
«ilstracted of oommon sense and guilty of flts."
Mr. Charles O. Leland relate« a story of th«

good minister of a Massachusetts village and a »luftig
whleky-lovlng Indian, who in time of revival became va*
of bis convert«. The excellent clergyman greatly ta,
Joicod at having " rescued another," while the Indian, t«
return, one night expressed with solemn j.jy his Atttt.
anee,"Meno go Uobamoko (that la, perdiiion>.Info
soul save.all right." But the day after this sffecüag
scene the minister, thoughtfully riding along, «IUcore«*t4
his oonvert lying in n rocky oorui-r n««ar the road, deeply,
dreadfully tipsy. Sighing much and sadly the minister
rode on, but was scarcely a rod from the «pot when hi«
ear was struck by a guttural grunt, wtiieh wu solemnly
and impressively reneatt«! Turning bi« head, iie mm
tbe Indian maintaining himself with the greatest <_**,
cully in a sitting posture and gazing sternly ut bis fríen«,
o« if from the hight of some great Idea, while he beet«.
onod to him as one having authority. Slowly the ml*,
later rode beck and pnusexl. " Ugh !" grunted the luiilua*
" you know (in! little Imalnesa me talk you 'bout ]«*,
nightl" " Ye«, Ilcu.tamln : I do know," was the reply.
" Ft was about voer Kiilvution." " Yes," gruule.il the iui.
abashed ; " me 'elude to let dut little tnulnewi go. Injun
soul," he added with a patronizing siuiie, as if wishing to
diinlnNh «Um «.-It ;yyman's «üsuppoiutnietit, "Inlunsoul
berry p«oor concern.«mall 'fair.no great matter any.
how 1" _

POLITICAL NOTES.

Thin is a peaceable and happy country when
«Congress Is not In session.

Speaker Kandall lia« evidently aiven up the
resurrection of that ¡¿¡id Joint Rule. It was too great a
job for on«- man.

The country, for some unaccountable reason.
Is In agfo&d grlu over the tine spectacle of the Hon. H. &
«Cox on a <»till-buiit for Democratic frauds In this city.
There set rus to bo no suspicion that he may Und enough
to give tho 8tat«i to Peter Cooper.

It Lb a curious fact that all of the so-called
"citizens"* meetings, called to protest against the
alleged countiug-in "onusplracy," turn out to lie a«
partly Democratic as a Tammany Hall council. This
«Iocs not «iguify, of course, that there I« no difference of
»pinion among Republicans, but It doc« in.licatc a pro*
brand iIIi-IIk.* for protests issued through the Democrat!«
fog-horn.

It looks as If there mitfht be another at¬
tempt made In Massachusetts to keep Presideut St.ely»
in politics, i he Democrats are talking mysteriously
about a movement to make him an Indeiicndeut candi¬
date for l 8. Senator, but thoy do not say how far ihey
would tie willing to aid In such a project. That anything
will come of the talk is extremely uni kely. Mr. Beclye,
while elected to Ckmgress «as an Independent, bas been a
thorough Republican in principle, and has ¦ever «fiowa
any fondness for Dcuiocruilo principles for their ow»
sake. The Democrats, therefore, do not thluk enoiiga of
bun to lead a movement in his luvor, and even if ili-y
«lid there is Utile prospect that a siiil.ei-nt BBoiDarot Ho-
publican.« would cooperate with tbtmi to make the move-
nn-iit a success.

The surpiixinff new« romee from Washing¬
ton that Guv. lleudvic.» is willing to be a saeiitlcc, if hi«
party decides ujion a compromis«*. A correspondent of
The Evening Pott telegraphed last evening : " A well-
known Democrat who recently visir»««! Oov. Hcniincks at
Indianapolis MNNI your correspondent that Mr. Hen-
tlricks exprctacd himself very freely In regard t«j the set.
tl.-in* ut of the Presidential (lucftlou, and iuiplie«! hia en¬
tire willingness to have it adjusted by the c!«!ctlon of Til-
den by the House of Representatives and of Wheeler by
the Senate. Mr. Hendrioks said that he had no d: «ire to
recnter publto life in Washington, and if th« difflcoitie«
could he sailsfactorily a«>liistt«<l he would mu h prefer
aet'«'pt!!ig the m'Mlon to fin'land or France. There is no
«luestlon but that the Ii«-ih«m ru. le leaders have »leen mad«
aware of Mr. Ilcu.irii-ks'.» views, and that the talk of a
compromise by these Kaders ha« «been by bis full con¬
sent."

Col. Blanton Duncan of Kentucky, who wa*
first a Bourbon Democrat and last a furious inflationist,
ha.« had ample opisirtunitle« for arrli ing at a correct es¬
timate of tbe amount of respect due to Demo« ratio
blunt, r. In a recent letter he «eta forth his view a« fol¬
lows : " I do not think Qov. Huyo« need apprehend auv

trouble. The South will do nothing in coiperutlon with
the «disappointed politician« who «so loudly declare for
war and anarchy. War reqnlre« organization, money,
and arms. The Northern States are solid in having Re¬
publican Legislature«.except that one House hi New-
Jersey 1» Democratic, and tbe Senate in Indiana Is a ti«,
Tho only reeult of the vaporing» may ne assemblage« of
I «nus atic militia with cornstalk«, to wage war In their
ri-P'ftivo localities by means of wordy and fierce ri»io-
liitions. Of one thing I consider there can In- no oubt :
tin- people have observed Haye«'« conduct and tbtt of
Mr. Tilden, and if the election coa!d come off to-morrow,
(lavs would carry «-.very Northern State and Uve of tti«
«Southern."
The Southern men who are impatient with

the North because it doe« not he«ed their appeals for »yro-
pathy will find some excellent reasons for the india'er*
eine they complain of In the following paragraph of Th*
Rostan Advertiser: "When the Southern Democrats
turn their face« northward and complain that tbey aie
m|siiiiderstoo<l. we are prepared to U¡11 them It l.» be-
cajtae the* are understood, perhaps better than they un-
tit ihiaiiil themsclvrs, that the Northern people do not
trust their profession«. They appear to think chivalry
is compatible.with rourdenng men for a d.ffeienc«. of
opinion. Tbry appear to thluk the massacre of unarmed
captive« Is a deed to bo condoned. Thev appear to think
that carrying an election by frightening all who are op-
pi..se«l to thorn away from the polla Is an act to be jtutt-
tled. They appear «to think the golden rule is not appli¬
cable «to the relations between wblie Democrats and
negro Republicans. They appear to think It Is the part
of «-in«»! ciii/.-u.-t to obstruí L the enfui cement of tur Uf
«»lien itn enforcement would bring white 1<« in«««rat» Into
disgrace«. We are judtriug them br act« wi.ieh are of
record, as their partisan allie« «ud apologist« at the
North weil know."
Mr. Bee.nil returns to his old position, that

the only hope for peuo»- hi the .«south I« a restoration te
Ii.iii.iti'.itii' rule. In his last Southern letter |a The Cin¬
cinnati t'ommereial he aa>«: " Wii i will be the result
of tie present complication In .«««iilh Carolina » Tbon
who expect to And any permaucut solutlou of the dJO-
culty other than turning the State over to llio Deiuoc.au
-that Is, the white people.can undeceive themselves.
Hn-called Republican government i« at end there, an I if,
perchance, Chamberlain continue« to net aa Governor,
hi will be. powerle.«. What 1« such a government a« hi«
In South Carolina and Kelloggf« In Louisiana good for
nnywsyt Tnny cannot stand alone an hour it Federal
protection Is withdrawn, and with that protection they
arc powerless to command ies¡K**-c or enforo law. I tail
to see what good Is to come froi.i a «outtnua Ion <>f aa
ittu-mpt to uphold «o-called Republican goveriii.ie.it« la
those States, ¡lie reas« n that tbe Republican party lie
failure In tbe Cotton States I« because liiere Is no wliiU
element in it except tbe office-holders. The blacks can-
uiit üonilui't gond g vennneut, and If they could 1 don't
believe the white.-« would lon^ submit to It. These a»dl«v
tor« in the «OottM Mataa are rébellion« spinel aegio
rule where the m-grnea are in the nu), riti. Tnat U the
truth of the matter. Aud yuu need not look for pe«.*«
iiinler so-called Republican government in the Cotton
.«»tai« s unless same white matdlal can he got into th« Re¬
publican party. It ¡s the Ulk here that lias aa, if iu.uku-
liitert, may utu-mpt to build up ihc si.a: end Bepvlaieae
party in the Southern Stale«. It can Im- doue, hut the
effort will ri-'jiiire skiH and courage, and the ciitnng
loose from numerous carpel-bagger« who have brniight
shame and disgrâce upou the very mime of BepnlUktan *

G ES ERAL NOIES.

The ice liarvest has opened in the vicinity
of Iloston. The blocks are 10 Inches thick.
Over a million and a half letters, postal-car«-,

and newspapers were delivered at tbo Centennial post-
«title«« during the Exhibition season About the sama
number was collect«.«!.
The tramp has right« which tho Supreme

Court of Ohio Is bound to respect. It ha« decided that
conductor« have no right to eject passengers from tram«
for stealing a ride except at regular station« of the road.
Fresh discoveries have «been made on the

Esquilme «at Roino. There bave b.-eii found a marble
figure with a helmet, larger than l.fe, considered oidor
than the time of Anlouluus; another of a youth, re¬

minding cue by It« style and po««* of the rl «. Cupid of
the Pio Ciiuneutluo Museum, and three well preserved
heads in marble, on«- of whu-li appear* to be a reproduo«-
tlon of that of the young Hercules, atti'.lniictl to I.« »Ip-
pua, and discovered m 1S70 at the Campo Verano.
The silver controversy is sufficiently complet

to «tagger the Anglo-Saxon lut«-llect. and il U not *!..».-.
that tbe Teutonic brain 1« hopt-U-esly dasod by it, em-

peclally when it u pt-oaented in a strange tongue. A
German «aloou-keopcr lu San »Yaucisco recentlyMM »

donen bottle« of lazer to one of hi« customer«, and mm
offered a twenty-dollar gold piece in payment. H« ¦¦
not have much «liver In hi« eaah-tlniwcr, and hem-«- '¦*'*.

unable to make ohsng«. The customer t«M>k l».iek i«w

coin, remarktug that the premium on the gold paid f«*f
the beer, Tne «aloon-koeper shook hi* head, tk-lii« i« 0

the boer, «aud relapsed Into a «täte of uninuutKitlvt ign«*»*
ranee conoernmg tbe «Ufer question.
A few years ago there was a great municipal

.pre* In Waa.ngton over the eompletion of a wood

pavement in Pennayivanla-are. It was a frand triumph
forth« District Ring «and the «eelebratioa VMS veri*

noiey one. Tbe winds bteW »ou Um ralo« fell upon the«

pavement and It promptly went to rot "ThepemthlM^'
way of the national capital lia« bean reparad **.»¦,_;
beet natural aaphaltam ft«. SwiWwrlaad and ntnw*»


